
GRADE 10 

Task 1. Read the text. Are sentences 'Right' (A) or 'Wrong' (B)? If there is not enough information to answer 

'Right' (A) or 'Wrong' (B), choose 'Doesn't say' (C)  

 

Sample:  Enigmatology is the study of puzzles.  

  A. Right B. Wrong C. Doesn't say 

A Degree in What? 

How many people in the world have a university degree in enigmatology? Well, not many. As a matter of 

fact, the number of enigmatology graduates in the whole world is just one: a man whose job it is to design 

puzzles for newspapers and magazines. 

American Will Shortz is an author and crossword editor. He has worked on over a hundred books, and he 

owns the world’s largest collection of puzzle books and magazines. The oldest title in his collection was 

published in 1545! And because his work is also his hobby, he has always been interested in learning as 

much as possible about the subject. 

Obviously, because he is the only enigmatologist in the world, there were no university professors who 

could teach him an established course of studies. He did not go to lectures and classes like his fellow students. 

Shortz designed his own research programme, which the university accepted, and he completed his course 

and received his bachelor’s degree from Indiana University in 1974. 

So the question remains, what exactly is enigmatology? It is the study of puzzles: their types, their history, 

and their popularity. It’s a mixture of history, maths, logic and cultural studies. 

There were some people who criticised the University for offering a course in such a strange subject, and 

they were also critical of Shortz, claiming that he had taken advantage of Indiana University’s flexibility. 

But Shortz has his fans too, such as the former US president Bill Clinton. He sent Shortz a personal note on 

his 50th birthday because he loves the New York Times  crossword, which Shortz edits. Shortz has also been 

a guest on several television shows, including an episode of the famous cartoon The Simpsons, and the 

comedy series How I Met Your Mother, where he played himself. 

 

1. The number of enigmatology graduates is very restricted.  

  A. Right  B. Wrong  C. Doesn't say 

2. Shortz did original research and graduated from an American university.  

  A. Right  B. Wrong  C. Doesn't say 

3. Some people didn’t think enigmatology was an appropriate university course. 

  A. Right  B. Wrong  C. Doesn't say 

4. Enigmatology is not interested in studying the origin of puzzles.  

  A. Right  B. Wrong  C. Doesn't say 

 

 



Task 2. Choose the best word to fill in spaces 

Sample: Knife throwing is a breathtaking circus act, which is _____ for both the thrower and the assistant.   

 A. anxious B. worried           C. stressful 

 

5. Assistants need to be especially courageous, since they are _____ to stand still.  

A. insisted B. required C. considered 

6. If a thrower's aim is not accurate, there is a _____ possibility of an accident.   

A. strong B. wide  C. deep 

7. Such people need to feel passionate about the circus and _____ the excitement.    

A. benefit B. hope  C. enjoy 

 

 

Task 3. Choose the correct answer 

Sample:  Yesterday afternoon it was raining when I _____ home.  

  A. got  B. have got C. would get 

8. I wonder _____ her sister's boy looks like.   

  A. what   B. who    C. which 

9. There was _____ in my suitcase so I could carry it without _____ effort. 

 A. something/no  B. nothing/no   C. nothing/any     

10. Who _____ on a hike yesterday?  

 A. went   B. did go   C. has gone 

 


